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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
THEROUGH Deputy Director {Plans)

SUBJECT Sprague Committee; Draft Report on The Roles of
Attributed and Unattributed Information and the
Division of Responsibility between USIA end CIA,
deted May 9, 1960

1. This memorandum suggests comments, which you might wish to

use when subject report is discussed in the Sprague Committee's meet-
ing on May 10, T T T T

2., The report &s & whole strikes us as acce table, i.e. its
intent and conclusions do not sppear to damege the interests of CIA,
impede our propagands operations, or the like. However, we do not
consider the report ss entirely sstisfesctory: it omits ~-- or does
not answer conclusively =-- questions which eppear to be important in
this context. Opecifically, we believe that the report should desl
wore fully with the following problems: '

a. The Gray Tresty (raferred to on p. 1) regulated jurisdice
tional disputes between USIA snd CIA: this problem hss
dwindled to very winor proportions -- the need now is to
assign positive responsibilities to USIA and to CIA,
respectively. The report recognizes this need in its
conclusions but does not appeer to have gone into it in
depth or to have made specific recommendastions on thie
point, .

b. The report quotes the Jackson Committee's conclusion that
"A much greater percentage of the information program
should be unettributed" {p. 1), but it does not atteapt
to eveluate whether or to what extent this conclusion has
been applied, whether the need for unattributed propa-
genda has grown or diminished in the intervening years --
in other words, it does not essess the magnitude or the
urgency of the problem.

¢. The report's conclusions {p. 2) do not state the role of
unattributed propagsnde in realistic substentive terms of

/ puE prevevay ean o4 g
Approved For Release}%gggtﬂf 0 :-CIA-RDP86B00

s A




- Approved elease 2003/07/30 : CIA-RDPSGBO'9R001000010036-0

QEATT
,S&@;aﬁa.

the current world situstion, U Gevarﬁment cbjlectives or
the propsgands methods of World Communisn,

25X1

vone of these matters msy, of course, be dealt with in other parts of
the Commlttee's report or evem in the body of the section under dis-
cussion, but in sny case we believe thet they should be given further

trestment in the eonclusions end recommendstions on unattributed
Information activities. '

3. The following suggestions are made in reference to the cone
- clusions of the report:

e. Conclusions 3 snd & (p, 2) refer to credibility only in
connecilon vwith overt propegands and distinguish thereby
betveen sttributed snd riomwattributed propagande: no
propagends, vhether white, grey or dlack, is effective
unless 1t is belleved by the intended sudlence; the use-
fulness of stiributed propsgende is not limited by its
credibility but (s) by the irrstionsl hostility of lerge
parts of foreign netions towards US government policiles
and objectives, and (B) by the desire of the government 25X1
to use materials snd techniques in its propagands for which
it does not wish {0 sssume formsl responsidility.

¢. The last two sentences of conclusion 11 (p. §), bepinning
with “The ultimste objective is the creetion ...." do not
appeer to be germsine to & discussion of gray propageands,
but infringe upon general policy gqueations; it is suggested
that they be eliminated.

s, The following suggestions are mede in reference to the recoumenda.
tions of the report:

8. Recommendation 1 (p. 6) seeus unreslistic beceuse (1)
credibility, as noted in pers 3-a above, pertaine
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equslly to sll types of propagands, ent (1i) the m
to which U8B Governuent propegends cen or should We
attributed, does not depend upon credibility, but upon
the world situstion, the ssture of US objectives snd the
ohltaclas encoulitered by our propagands ebroed.

in recmmdatim 6 {pe 7) we consider the "Steff Note",
referring to field imwestigatione of proprietsry projects,
unacceptable on grounds of security end CIA control. It
18 recommended that this note be elimineted snd the follow-
ing phrase added to the sacond sentencs: ".... with &ue
regard being piven to maintaining the security of CIA
operstions” .

The followlng edditionsl sentence is suggested for
recomendstion 6. "This peegrem should provide for
consideretion of, and essignzent of responsibility
for, unatiributed iInformetion scitivities which are
not being sdequetely covered snd are important to the
attaimsent of US objectives.”
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